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     Concept Note 

Consultative Meeting on State Higher Education Councils  

     March 16-17, 2023 

Background 

Higher education in India has expanded rapidly and reached a massification stage with a 

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) of 27.1 percent. There is a diversification of higher education 

providers offering courses and study programmes in various modes. The expansion of the 

sector coupled with the emergence of multiple providers and modes of transactions 

necessitates reforms in the way higher education is governed at Central and State government 

levels. 

As a leading higher education functionary at the State level, State Higher Education Councils 

(SHECs) are expected to play a significant role in the reform process in the state higher 

education sector and help different types of higher educational institutions to achieve the 

goals of access, equity, and quality. SHECs was created following the National Policy on 

Education 1986 recommendations. The University Grants Commission (UGC) issued 

guidelines to set up SHECs in 1988. According to the UGC guidelines, SHECs are entrusted 

with planning and coordination, academic, advisory, and administrative functions. The 

Twelfth Five-year plan, National Mission on Higher education 2013, has placed a greater 

premium on the need for state-level planning for higher education, wherein state councils for 

higher education are expected to play a key role. The centrally sponsored programme of 

RUSA relies on SHECs for the planning and implementation in each of the states.  

SHECs are expected to carry out the functions of planning, monitoring and evaluation, 

quality assurance, advisory, and funding. Although all the SHECs were established under the 

same regulations and norms, they vary in terms of the functions undertaken. The SHECs were 

envisaged as "intermediary bodies" that will be at arm's length from the state as well as the 

national level and will work closely with the state universities and colleges to improve 

access, equity, and quality in higher education. SHECs have formal powers and 

responsibilities, but in practice, the implementation shows they have yet to exercise full 

authority.  

NEP 2020 Recommendations on Multiple Entry and Exit, Flexible Curriculum, 
and Credit Transfer  

Both at central and state levels, the governments are taking multiple initiatives for NEP 2020 

implementation. Flexible curricular structures will enable creative combinations of 

disciplines for study and would offer multiple entry and exit points, thus, removing rigid 

boundaries and creating possibilities for lifelong learning. The undergraduate degree will be 

of either 3 or 4-year duration, with multiple exit options with appropriate certifications, e.g., a 

certificate after completing 1 year in a discipline or field including vocational and 

professional areas, or a diploma after 2 years of study, or a Bachelor’s degree after a 3-year 

programme. The 4-year multidisciplinary Bachelor's programme, shall be considered the 

preferred option since it allows the opportunity to experience the full range of holistic and 

multidisciplinary education in addition to a focus on the chosen major and minors as per the 

choices of the student. The 4-year programme may also lead to a degree ‘with Research’ if 

the student completes a rigorous research project in their major area(s) of study. 

HEIs will have the flexibility to offer different designs of Master’s programmes: (a) there 

may be a 2-year programme with the second year devoted entirely to research for those who 

have completed the 3-year Bachelor's programme; (b) for students completing a 4-year 
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Bachelor's programme with Research, there could be a 1-year Master’s programme; and (c) 

there may be an integrated 5-year Bachelor’s/Master’s programme. Undertaking a Ph.D. shall 

require either a Master’s degree or a 4-year Bachelor’s degree with Research. The M.Phil. 

programme shall be discontinued. 

NEP also recommends a flexible and innovative curriculum in all HEIs to promote holistic 

and multidisciplinary education. Departments in Languages, Literature, Music, Philosophy, 

Indology, Art, Dance, Theatre, Education, Mathematics, Statistics, Pure and Applied 

Sciences, Sociology, Economics, Sports, Translation and Interpretation, and other such 

subjects, needed for strengthening multidisciplinary, stimulating Indian education and 

environment at all HEIs. Credits will be given in all Bachelor's Degree programmes for these 

subjects if they are done from such departments or through ODL mode when they are not 

offered in class at the HEI. 

Towards the attainment of such a holistic and multidisciplinary education, the flexible and 

innovative curricula of all HEIs shall include credit-based courses and projects in the areas of 

community engagement and service, environmental education, and value-based education. 

NEP 2020 recommends establishing an Academic Bank of Credit (ABC) to digitally store the 

academic credits earned from various recognized HEIs so that the degrees from an HEI can 

be awarded, taking into account credits earned. The move aims to help students earn credit 

from different disciplines and put them in the Academic Bank of Credit to get their 

certificates, diplomas, or degrees. 

The role of SHECs becomes crucial to implement all these recommendations. The SHECs 

have to counsel and guide HEIs on why to implement these recommendations and the best 

way to do it. Accordingly, the consultative Meeting strives to initiate a national dialogue on 

the expectations from and role of SHECs in providing proper guidance to educational 

institutions and helping state governments develop a mechanism for realizing these 

significant recommendations of NEP 2020.  

Earlier and Present State Higher Education Councils (SHECs) Meetings by 
CPRHE, NIEPA 

NIEPA has been organizing meetings of the SHECs. The first Consultative Meeting of 

SHECs was organized by the Center for Policy Research in Higher Education (CPRHE), 

NUEPA, on 25 and 26 March 2014 in NUEPA, New Delhi. The primary purpose of the 

consultative Meeting was to engage with the States on issues concerning the role of state 

higher education councils in state-level planning for higher education. A total of 13 SHEC 

representatives participated in the Meeting. The second Consultative Meeting organized on 

February 15-16, 2018, was attended by 16 SHEC representatives. The third consultative 

Meeting on State Higher Education Councils (SHECs) on February 25-26, 2019, was 

attended by 12 SHEC representatives. The fourth Consultative Meeting was organized on 

March 18-19, 2021 in online mode due to the Covid pandemic and discussed the new 

initiatives in higher education in India and plans for implementation of NEP 2020. The fifth 

consultative meeting of SHECS was also organized by the Centre for Policy Research in 

Higher Education (CPRHE), NIEPA, on 16 and 17 March 2022, in online mode and 

discussed Multidisciplinary higher education institutions in NEP 2020 implementation.  

In this series, a sixth consultative meeting of SHECS is being organized by the Centre for 

Policy Research in Higher Education (CPRHE), NIEPA, on 16 and 17 March 2023, in 

face-to-face mode in Hyderabad. This meeting is hosted by Telangana State Council of 

Higher Education. 
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The primary purpose of this Consultative Meeting is to engage with the SHECs of different 

states and discuss their roles and responsibilities for state-level planning for higher education 

and implementation of the NEP 2020 recommendations.  

Objectives  

The primary objectives of the proposed Consultative Meeting are: 

• Discussing NEP 2020 with a focus on preparing a plan for transformation towards 

Multiple Entry and Exit, Flexible Curriculum, and Credit transfer. 

• Creating a viable opportunity to form a national network of policymakers from the 

states for sustainable knowledge building.  

• Highlighting activities carried out by SHECs regarding the implementation of NEP 

recommendations in 2022-23. 

Themes  

The Consultative Meeting will specifically focus on:  

• Modalities of Multiple Entry and Exit, Flexible Curriculum and Credit Transfer as 

envisaged in National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

• Planning for implementation of Multiple Entry and Exit, Flexible Curriculum, and 

Credit Transfer in your State. 

• Role of SHECs in implementing Multiple Entry and Exit, Flexible Curriculum, and 

Credit Transfer in Higher Education Institutions of the State. 

• Challenges in implementing Multiple Entry and Exit, Flexible Curriculum, and Credit 

Transfer in Higher Education Institutions of the State. 

 
Venue and Date  

The two-day consultative meeting will be held on 16 and 17 March 2023 in Hyderabad.  The 

venue of the meeting is: 

TSTDC Haritha Hotel the Plaza   

Beside CM camp Office Begumpet,  

Hyderabad, Telangana  

The first day of the Consultative meeting on March 16 will start at 0930 hrs and end at 1700 

hrs. The second day of the Consultative meeting on March 17 will start at 0930 hrs and end at 

13:30 hrs. The accommodation is arranged at the same hotel.  

Contact for the Consultative Meeting 

For more details or any query, please contact: 

 

Dr. Garima Malik  

Assistant Professor 

CPRHE/ NIEPA 

17-B, Sri Aurobindo Marg 

New Delhi-110016 

garimamalik@niepa.ac.in 

011-26544800 (Extension 540) 

mailto:garimamalik@niepa.ac.in

